


The £1,000,000 Fat Boy 
- -- --- ·---·~----- -·--- -

BILLY BUNTER'S 
COME-BACK 



(Tol.3) llo • .51. Price ls.lcl.. 

JlJilr 1949 
!lat IHae~t 

Btiwr, lliaoeU- SeaUml 
811rbar\ ~, Telepbolle lzchall,p, 

c/o C&ntral Recietr,, llortbezn c.-a4, Jorlt. 

J'ROII THE EDIT<ll' S CBlIR 

Th os e Are the ll&!• Jlore and -,re pul>lloit)' - the 
"Lolldem Evening Nen"1 the "lr.ent lloaeeng&T'', "Yorkehire Evmlil ~ 
Nen" I "Wood Green Obs"""r", "Sou.th Londml Obeener" I :I.D 
adcl.1 tion e gl.be :I.D the ~Slmd8i7 Piotorial" ( 800 Hamil tc>J>ie )I 
the reti.rn ot Tao llen71 pl81111 far Greyfriors on the 8tBcel 
publlahere seceptillg articles mid etoriee trom -bars ot the 
ol81l1 q, Oll8 can h8rcl.1,T keep paoe 'lrith it all. So lllCh 
80 that we c1111 o~ !:I.Del. rooc tar m:trsettl h'Cla the articl ... 
which bsTG appeerecl in the plll>Uc preea . 

Ccatrov"!'!,fl Th ere•e llveU.wa :I.D th• •tatter Dem" ~· 
manth aleo. Well, "" I ban eeid botore, the C .D. provid ... 
u, ope tor,m IIO lCQlf 88 cpiniam are fair and etraipttornird 
and Use writ81'9 have the ocance to alp their -· 

1lblln 11:rio l'qm'• reproof u o•ollnl8d., I wu cme at the 
all!IPdte ao ~ 1---4 maiel4e' wadr. with c.e.c:tiai-'• 
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to tbe detrillent of the lstt.,... 'l'hinld.ng it c,nr, I -t Bdm1 t 
u ,,,,. e little teotleu, oD4 Ollt at plaoe. 

All richt, Brio, I aall:ed tor it, jn4 7ou. 414 lq it on 
-,rvllgbt]T then llt". Quelch -1.d heft dane. 

tlometh111( LfJ<e " 'l'rip: On liq lltll I reoe1Te4 the Jane 
1.netei.ant ot the "llezwell Scott Diaries• from Jaall: 'food, poeted 
a 11ile or ao !rem sq office. ll'ith it Jeclc enoloeed a 11<>ta. 
Said ha, "llr the t:llle 7® reoeiTa tbill I eh&ll ba in Cllll84e. 'l'ha 
retunl trip ia by wq of ,.,. Zaalan4 (I mq drop iA on .Taclc 
)(Urtai!h h8N) and J.wltrslis. All bel.Dg ""11 I'll be beolt heme 
111\T 29th." 

Jlult like tllat, for all the 'Wm'l4 a. it be - eUppillg otr 
to the aeeaide for the "8elc-<i!lld. 

Be wae e dq or two late pttblg becll:1 ell the •- be 
circled the world much more quiall:JT th.en Julee verne•a r
ohareotar - or lfelB<Bl Lee tor that mauar. 

In e letter ha eaye, "Since 'll1;f return I hove been re-re&ilDg 
.... ot the St. J'ranb Ship eeri ... 8Dll I find E.S.Brooll:8 1 dae
oription of p1- I •leo 'l'Uihcl n17 acourate, sllCJllinc tor 
~- tact they-.. writt- i-v 7- "II"•" 

And .Allot.bar Tranllen On li• wa7 to .11.aetralls, aora 
11ecl8tel7 sncl tor e lollgar ate;,, ie Joe Jlacaley. Bore•s en 
...,..1ng per. from a letter written on the "Str,,th eden, before 
tff'1rlng et Port Seicl: - "lllagine 11r 1Nl'pri8e to !incl iD the 
,aaem,ger liet a very tamUisr"""" - A.A. D' Arcy." I 'IIOllder it 
Ir, D'.lro1'• father..,. e 08111.te. Joe Bdcle, "'l'he CoaDalldar'e 
- 1• Lee . " Joo will r~el at home, 

Loold.ac tbroeih the copy p~ tor thie -l><or, it would 
~p<mr it'• &'01z,g to be the linlieet C.D. 7et, or, st 1-t, 
~t•e the opim.on ot 
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. P . S: 
"An."!UBl" Pro~ : Enc}ose d with t his issue iu-e th o 

~ueationnoire and Order Forms ! or t!le Annual. Wher e tho fo:nne 
is concornod, I do beg of you to complete am return es soon as 
poeaibl.. . Last yeer, despite our care, aome nrunes were oml.tt .. ; 
in some oases it wse our fmllt, in eome our 1'Qtldere". ~. tw 
"" do "8llt ever:yon .. in thia time. 

You will note e alight ,rarletion where tbe groups ore 
con.earned. We want you to indicate yovr f,rv curites in order 
of preference . This !or easier :reference. 

And just e word to thoee 'llboee DBJD88 will be appearing for 
the !irBt time - there ore quite e lot of yOll, I em pleeaed to 
es:, . '8 when othera !int epPeared I want to giTit detail• of 
your colleotion, wtiy 8Dd how long you hne been collecting, and 
aeyth1Dg 8111& yOll tbiDk 11JIJ7 be of intareat to fellow ooll..atore 

TIIE RETtlR1f OF Tall IIEBJII 

The "Gen" died nearly ten 7eera t>go. For e brief period 
tho storiee ren on in the "Triumph", thom St. Jia' a passed into 
the sbacta.. In the darlt daJ'1I when the Luftflffe etelked 
ebrOed, th e obanc"'8 of the old eobool oaergillg again ee-4 flrJ 
remote, but the feitbnil ne,rer lost hope. Their hopes were 
justilied, for now, after e deeede, the inim:1.table hend baa 
been et • orlr. egein, mid e new term hes started et ancient 
St. Jim' a. All the f:16Ur9e are there ae of yore - Jeck lllake, 
who entered th o Fourth ea c new boy in 1906, takes hie plece -
in the Fourth, D'Arcy who fella-cl h1.m s f.,. woalal l s ter 111 
thero 88 1-ocul ete, to~ and lonblo oe ff11Z'J Tom llerr7, 
F1ggine end ell tho reet . Had thq been o rd.inary mortele, th"l' 
would ba,re been wriUDg to their grendeCIDII there , but then, th1• 
is that lllllgic c orna:r of Susan where time etllllda etill, yet, 
pared<m.cally, the illh.abitenta keep pace nth the 110rl.d o,zwide. 

Toe, thq ere bsclt and their ectnnturee 8Z'8 told protected 
with etilf co,ro:re end aUreoti,re duet jeoket. We ha•• ~i~ 
rerien from a -1>81' of eetiefied readere . We Hl..at two at 
random just se an G11111ple. 

In that 1.nimlta!lle facile - llbich 18 ld.8, tile ... t,bor 
hsa wtmm e first claae yarn eroaad an -u..t b9Clrgr<nm4 mid 
st. Jim'• ctlmeiaata will find "llBrtin Clifford" et bl• Tflr7 
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beet in thia dell&btf'Ul st<U7 1D 'llbioh a DIIIDber of oar popular tnourihs plq a proll1nant part. 
Tha oentnl charaoten are J'far1na, the •one and cnly" .lrthur J."8Uetll9 D'UCT (Gwlq), and Kr . Ratolitt, but througbout tha book wa find othan euob ae the three "Co'•", Tom 11an7 & Co Jack Blelte & Co., and P'iggina & Co., wall t o the fare, 
Lovan ot Oreytriara end Rookwood will slao enj07 reading thi.e book 1D 'llhioh wa alao meat Bill,y .Buntar, tba J'GIDOQ.9 J'ive, SllltbT, eta., at tha t o= school, end the Fiatioal Four, llorld.niton, the llodern Three, eto., at the latter. 
ruuatrsted by that eat....ad artist, friend Kr. llacdanald, with a trontiapieca which ia ra"1ly superb 1D ita deaien end oolouz'1.Dc8, it ia -11 printed and ball an attraotiTa -t jaoltet 

4epidmca - boll tba ~-
To ..,. upJ an azoallent at<n7, wall illustr a ted, with a teaat ot raadi!lg for "o ld boJ'e" and lllOdcrn ;routb alllte, taaturi!I, all three of llr. Hamllton•s ~ t..-s lk:bool11. n rapreeanta real good Tll1'MI at a -t reasonable prioa, but t ,ro,ud, however, dr"" tba publisher'• attention t o the taot that -., cop:r liaa anu"lll. looee 1-. 'lo dov.~ th111 1a jaat a tlalca, bat flllltff • lik e thi• 4o tan4 to detract boll the 

pl-111• pouauion ot ..i,. 11 t1.na bo<lk. 
IJll(SjJIJ) P.ACJ:lld • 

I' ... -1d den;)' that •rti.n Clittor4 baa wall and tftly rung the ball wi tb hia tint ator:r of tba return of Tom Marr;r and hie Mrl7 ~. It ill a tip- 1
'top ;rem to warm the haarta at the ;rom,g and the not ... o-;rom,g. 

llr. Clitto:rd hea re-<>apturad the ~1rit of the Gem at ita Tflr7 beet , and, 1D Ol&T8rl;r IIOdi1)"1ng the ohareoter ot Mr.RatoW .. , ba baa g1.-,.. juat a little ~it more than the 0- enr did. Por ltr. Ratolltt, in \he 014 da,J8, waa a groteaque and -tural ohareotar, - 11 ..,..tar in wtio. noboq ooald ball"8. Jll>t Jlr.R atclitt, bet,,-, hi• atltt COYfl'II, thoQgb a baat;r old ""'"'1nat, i• a real 11oboolmaatar . 
In renmri.ng one•11 acquaiDtanoe with St. Jill's.ooa wondare wbether, daepite the ball;r2l oo OTer Bill:r Bunter, Mr. Hamilton enr ummted greater oharaotare than TOil Herr.,, tho ti.rat ot tllli raall:r f- ""ealc1:r" eohoolbo;ra, and Oaa117. The latter baa bee ill1 tated a blmdred tiaN 1D tbollBanda of storiee, lio>.t one hae onl;r to re ad this n"" Tom Marr:r tale to ralll111a that the ona 



om! onl,y Gus117 haa never been even rem otely equ 0 1led . 
The crig.in e l St, Jim' s ehe.roctera were e fin e , re pr esentstllrE 

crowd, end I think that the Gem goined nothing by th a introdueti >I 

of Trim ble m,d Grund;,, who were poor 1.m1 tstions of the auceeesf'll 
Bunter end Cukor . I hope th a t during th o rec ent war, Gr,mdy 
wen t back t o Redc]yfre and Trimbl e r oturnod t o Trimble HRll, -
t o stey. 

The coming Tcm Many Anrwol lllllkes our mouths weter w1 t h 
enticip et i on. It sh oul d be " f8"st fo r tho Hamilton fone, 
th ough I wonder whe th er Cs reroft baa re e ll;r sufficient supp orte,: s 
t o merit inclusion, What o pit7 tbe t th e Ri o !!id 1e not t o 
ri de th e renge ega1n 1.nsteed . 

ERIC FAYNE. 

~:- 11 "Holi day Annll8le" 1923 . 1929, 1931-1939 - £4.4.0. 
52 odd "Game" from 976 t u 166 3 - £1.l ,0. £5 the l o t. Pl ease 
writ e fo r list to J . Dyer, 64 Bensrea Road, PlW118tesd, London, 
11.E.16. 

WANTED TO BUYt Msenets Ho. 1002, 1010-101 7 , 1021, 1024, 1026, 
1030, 1034, 1040, 104 3 , 1047, 1049 1053, 1071, 1072, 1074, 1075 
1077 , 1079, 1061 , 1065, 1066, 108$0')1, uoo, 1102, 1103, 1111, 
~.~.~ .~ .~.~.~.~ . ~.rno,11~ 
U59, 116o, U63, 1161 - 1110, 1161, 1162, 1164, u66, 1167, 1189, 
1191, 1192, U96, 1221-12 24, 1229, 1245, 1277, 1556 . 
Rob ert Wile on , 464 , Sprillgbunl Roed, Gl s secw, ll , 

.ANTED UllGEIITLY: All bBck numbers of Collect ors• Dig est, Also 

.umu ale . Vlilli em 11.tlrtin, 93 Hillside, St onebridge Park, London, 
ll,W,10 , 

~ ild1n e Publi ca tions, Tarpina, DuYale, Robin Roods, etc. 
E.R. I.end;r, 4 Nuneaton Road, Dagenham, Essa: . 

WANTED URGENTIX Gems llo 's 3~, 356, 359, end 375, Top price 
paid , Leonard Peckman, 27 Archdale Rood, Ecet J)Qlwich, London, 
S.E.22 , 

AN IlruCPE!lSIVE BJBBr Coll ec t specimen =bers of Vict ori an boy 
p apen, 1 can supply Boys of England, Jlo78 Standard, Boye Condo 
J ourn a l, Boye o f Empire, Young Engllebmon, Boye '7c rld , Black Bea, 
.~e!; 'lia:b-#8Y111BD, Sweeney TQ4d. Blue sk1n, 'l'Yburn Diok,c~-Ch1nK "nroi-[-! ll'nd hundreds more, b/ 6 per dosen, 11ed.orsft, <>4 W->odland, 



Continui tz bf 1olm II Wood 

v 
.l.ltbougb th e 7ear 1900 llllded on a note ot optf..lll•, th e New 

'{ear'• output wee reduced owing to ! aml.l.T troublH, iJlcluding th e 

iUnoaa and death of hie brother, ae well ae a change in the 

attaire ot Jllmrall Soott • • aedical preotice. In th e lut thre o 

-tha of the 7ear, howvTer , he teU. 118 that be worl<lld harder 

tbaa "8Z' at Ida writiJls aDd c!J.d what at ou tiae he -14 ban 

dNOribed H ~ible: "I hnled OQt 10,000 wcrda 11 'lf88k, Y&llk 

attar week, with the unfailiJlg recal,erit., ot a •ddne, It -

fllollt in w. ~ . 
"JC1 aerial 'Bird8 of PN:r' b8j!ml to sppeer in the llo7a Fri 

OD J',ma 12th, end continued to app&fll' 1111til Deo, 4. ~ the 

-1 at S&ptember the editor of the 11' BwlBet wrote 111114 aabd • 

to write II deteotin •er141 tar h1a paper. The lnaul.a<mte to be 

5,000 wor4e ill lcetb , mid pqmat to 1'e llllde at the rate at 27/6 
per 1,000 - 11 bis•~• <lll a,v-th1Dg I bad reoeiYed before. Bow 

it he had ottered• th1a oomd.Beicc 11 !• wellke earlier, U 1• 

quite possible that I ai«lht haft deoliDed it. It had coet me en 

intinit.r ot labour to coapl ete one inllt"1llllnt of 4,500 worda a 

wek, -i I eboald Dc'T&r haft dmd to 'IUldertake to Wll6te another 

iDeteJll8Dt a w9<11t. 

•u the erndot Sept~, bo119Y81', I .,. begi.mlblg to bring 

•Birde of PN7' to 1111 8IDd (I-.. al~ a -th or tin W8CIU 

at publl~ dq) -1 I deoidad that I alloald Jl!!! be able to 
w1Jl4 11p •111rda of l'N!T' and open the 11• aerial for tha Big JQdp 

at th• •- tiae, So I wrote end aocepted hh ~er. 
"ind olllo•t 'by the narl pan - e letter from the editor 

ot the Boye Fri Bild ee;ying the 'B1rda ot Pr97' hod been such II 

euco ... that be wiabed me t o f olio• it 11p 'without 11111 break' wit 

eDOther deteotin Hriel, t or which he ottered 1118 fiTe pSneea 
per illatelNDt ot 4,500 words illateed ot the pruriOQ8 tovr. 

•"'4 oloee on the heel• ot th1II - enother let\er free tho 

odi tor of the Big Bwlget ealdng 118 U I -14 OIIN to do 11 .!!!!:!!!!! 
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sorlel for him, eleo at th e rate of 27/6 per 1 1000, 
"If I could haft accepted oll three oomd.Hiooa, I ahou1d 

heve earned cloea upon L20 a 'll98lt for the nan four or fiTe, or 
8'f8D ab:, montha. But llllC.b a course ,.... pbTaice~ impoeelble. 
So I accepted ~ • I engepd tc write a deteotiTa aerial ( ''l'ba 
sever. Sten•) for the Big Bwl89t, mid tc follmr ~ 1Birda of Pre:' 
with another detectin aerial ( 'Th e Silver Dwarf') in the )loya' 
Friend , 

"I aent off the fint instalment of 'The seven Stare' (a 
double-length instalment of 10,000 worda) on November lat, end 
from then to the end of th e 7ear ( and for mmv-weeta thereafter) 
I ground out two instalments a weelc - first of 'The Seven Stare • 
end 'Birds of Prey'; and a!tll1"'8rda of 'The Seven Stare• and 
'The Silve r Dwarf'." 

The foUo·Ning 7ear, 1902, wee alao e uuch disturbed 7ear fo 
domeetic reaaona. Hi• father died, a dsuebter ,ma born, end his 
eon left home for his firet bearding sch ool. In spit e of these 
and other incid ents, hie income from boyll' atcriee emeeded 
previous records by over £100! 

''When the 7eerr ( 1902) opened rq two aer:lela were a till 
rwming - 'The Seven Stare' in the Big Budget end 'The Silver 
Dwarf' in the Boye' Friend. The last instBlmeot of 'The Seven 
Ster& 1 sppeored on Ks;y 8th, the ator;y having then been rwmi.ng 
22 weeks. Rominally the •Silver l)lmrf • CSJD& to an end on 
W!rCh 19th ( 16 weeks) , but this was only a pious fi cti on of the 
editcr•s. I bed divi <!ed the s to r;y into two •boo l<s' ; end the 
editor iuiisted U?<)n christenin8 Book n 'Th e I.U.aaillg Heir' and 
treet i ng it ns s new s er. .el, The first instalment of ' The Mi.eel 
Heir' epPeered in the next mmzber after t he one containing the 
concluding ins ·i.almen t of 'The Silver Dwerf ' an d th e ator;y ran 
until August 6th - 20 weeks; making '6 weeks for the complote 
stor;y, For the compl ete ator,y I received £175 . l Oa, 

"Before 'The l!issi.Dg Heir' came t o en end the editor ' COlll
misaioned me t o write another aerial (•A Son of the Sea' wbioh 
began t o be publiahed in the Boya' Friend on Jul7 23 and ran llllti 
Dec, 17 (22 weelas ) , For thie I received £110.15• · 

"llhilat this laat-oamed serial wea rwm1.ng I wrote two long 
complete atm"i.ea ( 'The Rival Squattera• end 11. Dangvr<>U8 Experi
ment 1 ) t or the Bi& Budget, end one ( 1 J. Slip of the Pen 1 

) for th• 
Bo7•' RealJn, a C0111p8111cm paper t o the Jlo78' :rriaDd Biid ooabolled 
b)' the 811D& editor, 



"WbeD '.f. Son of the Sea• waa ~proa<:hiJI&' ita conclusion, th 
editor o.-1.allioaed - to write e deteoti•e eeriel for the Boye' 
Reela. Thia •toq ( 'Ialaon Lee's RiTel') bwg!ID en BOY. 29th end 
- still runn1llg when the year oloaad . F1nell'7, in the closill 
•48.1• of the year, I wrote !IDOther long complete etoq ( 'To SSYe 
the nng• ) 1lhioh •• published in the Boye• Friend on Dec&11ber 2 th. 

".f.ltogather !rem writing received £391,10a.2d." 

lkmcefornrd W.U-ll Scott•• ditJriae ere -.1Dl.y concerned 
with d.-etio attain, and refanao• to hie litartll'J' laboure 
ere oontinad to bri ef -1•. 

Por inetanca, of 1903, he writ•, "With raeud to IV' wri ti !Ir 
during this year, there ie little to record beyond the fact that 
peareone ( the publiehera of Big Bwlget) bzoll&bt out s new boye' 
pspar oellad the ~· Lead..... 7or thi• I wrote a OOllll)lete 
eto17 iD October, end started a deteoti,re eerisl in BOT\l'Dber• 
'fheaa, with three complete •torias for Ba-,rortha, 8Dd no 
aerials, brought •e iD, iD 1903, C4()9,19e,9d., the la.rgeet inoom 
I had ever eamed in one year by etory-.rriting.• 

In nazt .mth'e instalJDent, which will bring theaa m:carpta 
to s cloea, 11'8 ahsll bring tha entriae vp to tha •elling of the 
Baleen IAa copyrillht iD 1915 111len the Belson Le Library begsn, 
""'4 will basr 1n p-ing ._.thing of lli!ldell Scott•a contribll
tiou to Blsldsna. 

Contimled 

!'OR SAIEI SchoOlboya' Own Librariea1 Beys• Friend Librariee1 
~ .... (all series); Gema snd Champions (including Bo.1). 
w. ColcCDbe, 256 South J.venue, Southend-<>n-Ses, Essm:. 

!.A!!Dll• PsnbllJ' l'ictim, ~ CoJld.1 ticn or BiJl<HJlg, 
a...,. J.B. BsrUatt, Paa8 Bill, Sblpton Gorp, Bridport, Doraat 

~· sazton Blalc8 LibrSry, llo.l (Pirat Sari .. ): ''The Yelle:, 
figar, by o. Beld.ltcn Teed. nr-m<l, l(egginch Castle, Errol, 

f-Perthahira. 
.f. Treat in Store 

tesontJrd PacDIID has had the good fortune to glSJIOe throuBb a 
proof 001# of B1ll7 Bunter• e Chri•-. PsrtJ' snd .otu it 
abeolut ely tha beet Bunter boolt yat. 



------- !l[ HH .. ert LeclteDllz, pro,t•. ---- ---, 
So fer ao - !le9 ~ .to :rmi $h1a partieular co l ao to gitt lt a 1'Wt~ --Mt1~ 'fw -·aw&s ' IVNlf. .A.a, 

'"9r, there'• quite eaausb of• acrlbbl.hip in the aeg. ~ I hope IICDWODa •1"• w:Ul. talte it off rq ahoulda:re forthwith. 
A •eek or two ago one of rq correepondente t ol d - ha had bean rooding one or th e earlier lllllgnete and wu puzzled by it -

it seemed t o him that l"r8lllt Ric:harda was otf roni when h e wrote 
it. I na oble to explain to him that the story he 11U111.tiOD8d wae not writtan by the Prenlt Jlichsrda .., lr:now, but by on.a of the 
•1JW111t1tutaw•. How th1Jo correspondent hoppened to be on.a who haa onJ.T recentl,T bad the urge t o ODCe again read th e ,-pen of 
bu JOUth, and be - quite ~ or iha story of the ~t-= a- aublltitute writers. 

Woll, this ie by no iaeane the rlrwt t1- tbie allow of 
Jlaene~em history hl!a cropped up latal,T, and 1 t seemed to me t t -•thing ahould be dane about it. Older m ... bere will be nare 
ihat about ho 7....,. , John R. Shas, who baa aade a greater at\147 of the St . Jima~riara storiaa than =, or ua, compiled Uat 
of the imi tatiall wlari.aa, and theae ware publuhad in CNr omat 
porary ''The Collector• a JliacellSZIJ". Since then acorw of n• 
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-'bere have joined the olen, end there aa:, be aleo 111"'11' older 
-bertl who are unswore ot th .... So I 1-diately got in touch 
with Jlr. mi-. Be promptly egreed to mi•• the lieta, he bavi.ng etnc• writing it found _.. additional atoriee. Conaequently I 
propoae to publiab thee 1D the nut .&mmal, tar •"""' ware 9"4h wretohed, pw,ril.e etrorte, thet thoole not in the mow ahoald be 
_.....i. Th"7 are lnter..,ting in a 'fflTI though, eud worth Nadiilg, 1t only to ehaw haw wrong..,.. Oeorg9 Orwell, that prcnocative 
oritio, wt,.., ha aaid an;rono given the lq-out could write a o .. ar llapet etor,-. 

Douglaa 11\rth, writer ot the "Odd llml o.it• col..., 1a the 
•s,,,,dq Pictorial", waa at the Campion oooldail p8'M;J' to celebrate 
tli8 re-birth ot Tom *rr,-, mid thia 1a what he had to aq. 
".&a a 90lloolbqr I -. oocaaionalq o-.d tar ned1ng the -elcq 
adnn- ot Toll~ & Co. at the ticti.onaJ. aohool or St..11- • .&a a 70'IOlllf IIMlll I ..,.. aahlmlecl or the tla8 I bad -ted on th•.-
hnonallJ' I think the old idea or bamw,g Toa 11an7 ...,. a good 
.- - aa b.....,.., be mid hie geng ere auch -cnalated little pzi8e • 

Well, IU\J'One who ""'de 'l\rtb'• oolUID res-larq lmowlo that h u ... ot thoae esgrenting, contn.17 aorta ot bliat,ten wt,o 
:U.t.8 to 11bat people IIZ'8 •qing -,. - ... the .-ct oppoa1 
:tt, whee - - - llh1m.llg troa .. bllle aq ...,_ .. ret'realdJlg br889e waa blotd.ag, r:,a. eaid to bim, "Orend d8iJ," he WOl&l.d proleb 
_.1, "I hate t1Jl8 -ther." Or 1a it juat a poee to llalm l4a 
aol,.. ditterent? MI:fW9Y, I lcnow one 0-S.te who gne hill a 
IIOlltbtul • 

.another proepeotive feature tor the .&mNal 1a a list ot the 
aeri• .toriea 1l1 the 0- and Msenat - the varlowl trsvala, Tom Man7 out 'l'eet, Talbot, Bunter Court, Ralph Stec<17, P""'1 Dallas et 
with ~ta th-. Which were the most popular? 'l'her<1 the 
C• waa concerued, I om hear a<meona ol!l.lllDg, "Talbott" J.IVWey, here'• a lnlbjeot for dieouaaion, eo ccae on 700. -r.ria.., aand :J011r 

- aloag and don't let the 118ht Di8bta atop :rou1 oun 1a en 
all the year rOIIDd hoblr7. 

HaTe 7= otten wmtdared what the circuletion of the Gee end 
t were? I lr:now I ban. Well, I om DDW tell 70ll, on -,at 

-1lent 8Gtbor1tt", that, where the Magnet - ocaceflUld, 1t..,.. 200,000 1l1 19'9· Bow it will be .... troa ... of ~ ,..._ 
aper •tori• th.st 1'rlmk 111~ •ttaated ~ ...,tar bM taaa 
1,000,000 troa t!l8 ne41Jlg .,a)Mc." 



-~~~~~~~~~~~199~~~~~~~~~~~-, 
Well, w1 th B0111ethillg to worlt on, let• e go into thie for 

it'• Terr interesting. 

If the circulation 1n 19:59 wm, 200,000, ! tbinlt -twill 
agree that some yeen earlier it woald probably be more, and fo 
more tbml hlll1' its life the price """ 2d. SUppose 1111 stick to 
200,000 os the sverege, end to ltd. ee the price, a year would 
give yoo. about £65,000. JIUltiply that by }2, eDd you 11QU].d get 
something like £2,080,0001 Arithmetic is not 11Q' strong point, 
but even if I em enywhere near ri8bt, Franlt Richarde would eppo 
t o have been over modeet. .lDd that leads to another thought. 
Bow much baa been spent on )(agllets since the peper diasppeered 
from the bookstall s, sinc e they beceme collectors• items end 
pricee ranged fran 2d . up to - .... 11, you know, don• t you? 
J.D:twe.l, I'm not going to try and worlt thet one out. ~one 
else lll<a to t ry ? ----

~h, F>o~ Book Clu'b 

The Stemore )(eetiag 

.!!!!iL1?.• An enj oyable meeting wm, held st 9} Aldridge Av 
stenmore , lli ddlee m:, boat genial Frsnlt Keeling. Owing t o the 
change over from the first 5undq until the third one in the 
mcnt h , thia """ en Blttre meeting to bridge the gall of ailc woelca 
until the June gathering. Frsnlt ""B fortunate to be boat, o 
to the energetic Robert :Blythe'• endeevoure, of two felDOUB old 
boya • papers e.rtiete, to w1 t, Eric Parker, Serl on :Blel<e Ulue
trator , end Xmmeth :Brookee, who drew for lreleon :i-. A repre
sentative gathering of fifteen epent a VffT enjeyable time ae 
BOAler then the two gneets bed erri'V&d 1NI adjoumed to th" gard 
where the chsirmen gave B ballrty welcome to th.... Jlr. Porker 
was th.en subjected to a barr"69 of queetiOD8 to which he gooa
neturedly replied. Valuable wo.-tion and data was s801lN<l. 
all about the Union Jaclt end Sexton :Blel<e illuatretiona. !t 111111 

typical artiste meeting end anjcyable t o the ruu, eepeciallT 
the members intereeted in dnwing. Alltographa 1111re secured by 
nearly all present, end after IIUitable reh'eebmente, 11114 • h 
vote of thenka, the two gueeta left greatly impreeeed by the 
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wel cOID8 tbq bad recaind. Er.clumge end man t o ll""4, Bill 

Xe.rt1n barlJlg lt1ndly wpplied e.notber parcel ot boolr:a ""' approffl 

.lttendaoc.. Len, J oae and Eleenor Paolalen , Roban and Lsura 

B~, Charlie an4 Oliff Wright, :S-. and Bob Whiter, Ian llbitmo.. , 
J . Waite, A.. Bi~ (s ,,_ -'ber), lliN P. Pluck. J'nmlc &Dd 

11n . r.,e11ng, Eric a. Perlter and Xsnneth BrooltN. 

Blll1JIID O. 1IIII'l'lll, !!.on. Seo. 

ODce .-1.a a grand ...ter of ~ aneml>led at tba heme o 

Charlie Wr16ht, 12 Mhbamb.m Plaoe , Cremmtch, London, S.B.10 
cm SUn4air, JIIDe 19th . 

Tiie r-11.ag of the lut -u.ir• a llimRN , oorreapond
ad treuarer•a report - quic~ proc eeded with . Then th e 
aftilable suppliN of club notepaper -re diatributed, and it 1a 

to 'be hoped that all llho beTe not yet ncei Yed a 8Upply 11'111 get 

the1re na:ict .... th . 

The article by Robert Whi tar in th o "Collact cr• s Misce llellf" 

wu then ab.a to ell who bad not •- it IIDd 1t..,. atated that 
~ enq,,irl•, IIDd e r- ,,_ -'here Md been th e 1'91111lt ot 
th1JI wri t......up. Tba thenlm of tba clllb ......., apree-1 to tba 

adit or of tba C.K. tor pw,lialdJlg -· 

Two good. wr1 t.-..pe 1n the "Wood Oreen Obeenoar" and the 

• sout h London Obeerrer" 'ftre reed , oud th e th8Dka of the olub 

nre artended to our worthy cha!.= for d.iepatc lxing cop i ea of 

the ae nenpap era t o ell and """Clll'. 

The poae 1b ill t ;r of Creyf risra h1ng pu t on the etege st some 

tuture da te aoema very br il!!l.t, end !Ir. Herf orcl..Jsnes at tended the 

118etillg with Peter Cueh1ng to get local colour mid see t o r b1mse1' 

th e enthl'8i- o f the TBrlowi a-'>erll • 

.l ft-q 8"'0d ad.acellaneoua qu1a, 0011piled 'by Charli e Wright, 
f oll owed and wea won e11111.ly 'by <111r worll!T Chaiff181l, Len Packmen. 

In a ~"""' photo finiah tor aeoond pl ac e the brothers Whit er 

Bob and Bel1 coald not be aepanted. The qui• embraced e ll old 
bqJ9 • 'bcoka and illcladed qiaHtiona about the cbaraotere of coco 

pep are ot :r•tery eer . 

A. propoNl. tor • Chriatmaa aocial ,put fornrd 'by Bob Bl;rtha, 

... 11D11111-aly agreed to and detaila will be wo:r!ted out later on 
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and a..i.en wi.11 b9 1.n!o.- u to thea1t. 

Th"" toll"""4 a P&aaa!!8 from o- lo. n1, "Kaater ll&ri1t", 

read 'b1' Lon Paall:man, a chapter froa !el- Lee Old Seri .. Ro .48 

"SoaDdal ot St • i'rllnlas" reed 'b1' Bob Bqth9 , and tiDally a pae 

froa lla«net lfo. 154}, "Spectre ot Polt•llr' nad 'b1' Bob Whiter. 

Tho•• three read1zlge gripped a nrr ... u....1aat10 audi811Ce and 

~-a: ~ enJqred 1'1' all. 

The d.et• and .......... ot tho 11ut thne -ti.zip are, -

.7ulT 17th, 7o6 Lordahip .r.az., Wood 0-, Londclrl, 1.22. 

~t 2at, 4l Priar Road, BrigbtOll 6. 

Septeaber 18th, lllaa Baoa8e, 1'6 LordMip Lene, ... t Dlalwioh, 
LoD4on, S.ll!.22. 

J. hearty welOOD> - attorded to two - a..i..r., 
llr. Barr;r Hamar end llr . C. Bartlett. 

J.ttend.enae:- Charlie mid Olin WriBbt, J'rmilc and Jtre.ltee 

Bob and Laure Blythe, .7olm and llt'e. G<iel, W.H Pat Pluck, 

Im, WhitaoN, .7olm Bob7De, .Peter c-hi.llg, llr. Barfcrd-J-, 

11ArrJ Rom er, c • .r. Bartlett, Bob mid Ben Whiter, .r-, Joe• 
Bild Eleanor Paclalen. 

BmJ jJ(J]f O. 1llll'l'lll. 

GBEYFRliBS 011 THE STAGE 

"lfegne titee", particularly thoH in the eoathon> ores, will 

bo int e:,c otO<l to hear thAt neeotiationa aN proc eediilg with a 

new to a etaga adaptation ot a Cr,ryfriers Chri ataaa sto rr to 

!'Pi'e&r on the London at ege at the c4 ot the 7ear. 

J.t a recent interview &8"ral "poaeible" Xaaa atorie• were 

su.laiUed tar CODllideration, bat "Billy Banter'• Chrietaaa 

(Sldlton & Co) 1e al•o a poaeibilit)'. 
The tinal oelection ~ tc be • .,.., bat I can, howe'rer, 

aallQN oar reeden that auiteble talellt will be neilable to 

pl")' the principal rolH. L!01W1D P.ACDWI. 

DrrmmI'DC ITD& Some opllllldid photogreplul wore tak8ll 'lltum 

Jle111ra. Erio R. Parlarr llZld r-th Brookee naUed the Old llay9• 

Book Club -ting at Stmmore. QM ahon the artbta alone , 

~~ln~.~l&-f!Ja·J.~ 
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ill ueries and etiona to Robert B e r----- M> Corl.eton Road 

llr. Webb of Bi.nd.nBham has discovered some int eresting facts 
concernillg the ee rl;r stories which I think will be of interest. 
Here is what he seys•- ''You will recall that this st ory (i . e. 
No.2. 05) """ etetod to hevo ben written by the author of th e 
Plummer and Spearing st ories. It ia believed that stories 
,rri tt en round th ee.. two old populor chaJ."&Cterd wero penned und er 
separate authoTShip, but 88 I have rocently discovered, this """ 
not th e case in every foatance.- - When Darr en discontinued the 
Spearing stori es they ""re taken over by o ther writerr,, among 
wbo:a wer e Mer k OSbo=o , Lewie Cerlt on , end Allen Blaix. Osborne 
introduced Speoring int o his PlU11111er ;rams, end so it is almost a 
oerteint;r that he -s responsible for · the sto:r;y in question." 

Jtr. 1fe'b'b also aslal 11', in view of the llaxwell Soott article, 
whether I would publish th e Numbers end ti tlae of those storiae 
~ Scott that eppaere d in the Nolson Lee. I have alread;r given 
them in o pravious article, but I don• t t hink th at it 1">uld be 
out of place 11' I gave them again here. 

O .s. No . 7 A llisc errisee of Justice 
B Tho Convicts• Vendetta 

13 In Borrowed Plumes 
48 When JloeUSS Ftlll Out 

It will also 'be of interaet to t/Jl1Z1;f to learn that, apart 
from thesa tltlee, there appeared in o.s. No'• 420-431 end 432-44 
two aerials by l(snrell Scott enti Ued "The Silver Dwn:rt" and 
"The lliasing Deir" respectivel;r. Even more surprising, perhaps, 
is the feet that the;,- ........, reprinted ogein, although sli i;;htl;r 
rewritt en, in four lleleon Lee's as lat e 88 1932 in the 2nd N .s. 
The titles of these were 

2nd J.S. Jo . 112 The ~eat of the snvar Dwarf 
113 The Trail of Portune 
114 The Mining Heir 
11'5 The Pinal Round 
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Those atcn:i88 1191'9 of cCNrH reprints of the atoriea that 
or1ginall;r appaen4 1D the "BoTe I Priend" in 1901-1902, 
"Th• Sil var ?>wl!lrt" appearillg in the t1rn 2d Chriatmaa Bo , in 
1901 and "The Jliaaing Heir' in IJo ,42 in 1902 • 

.liJlother into.-tive letter - f:raa Jlr.Burrolr of Leed.a , 
He group• the earl,T atoriee ea follon: - "Reserdillg the earl,T 
iNWIB of the 11.L, , I judge fr<a the et)-le ot writing that 
Hos,1 ,4,9,20 we:re written b;y the e,me sutbor, thet a aeccmd 
author wrote Boe,2,1 0, 18, and o third author wrote loll. },6,11, 
12, Ioe. 5,14,56 11ppear to be three Hp81'6ta 81ltbon, .ill the 
other eer),T detectiTII telee 'NH b;y either E.S ,B, or Teed or 
IIBD8ll Scott , " 

Thia al.ten •118htl.T ., own grouping, "° let'• - what we 
01111 arrin et in rl- of the infc,.,...tion receiTad. I have 1 t oz, 
the au.tborit,' of our wortb;J Blitor that Io , l wu b;y 'IUU
JlzrT8iJ G1'8i1dcn, in which cue, eecordillg to llr. Burrow, •o•,4,9 
and 20 were elao b;y lwl. 

l(r . Webb t ells u $liai 110.2. . .,.wr1u .. i.., Jluk Darran, so 
that ~ta f or •oa, 10 and 18. :lfo,56 ecooriing to Jlr. Webb 
18 i.., A.S .IJMd;r • 

.u llr • .8afl'Olf • ..,., all tha Nat ftr8 br 11.s.B., T-1 or 
Scott. Wbioh 1- ua IJo9, } , ,,u ,12 b,r one author "Cllllmown, 
and Ioa. 5 and 14 i.., two otbar IIQtbon , 

It 1B a great pity that the editor•• policy of uei.Dg the 
word.a "lb' the mthar of--" - DOt gi""1 in the cea e of these 
au part i cular copies. llo-nTer, 118:rl -,nth I propose to Bi T11 t , 
ll8Mtl of Police official• contained in these etoriee in the hope 
that our U ,J. frillllda will be able to treoe tbaa, Ueuall:, an 
author bad hie f8'IOllrite Sc otland Tard ..., 8!1d, it tbq om, be 
traced, .... o,m add the final obeptar to the Jfelaon tee•• greatee 
IIJ'Bt&J:'J' - "The ICr•kJ:'J' of the TbNla Unknown .&,itbozw" , 

A name that will eppe= ua tb1a col"lllllll trequentl,T in the 
future 1• Jlr..A..T .Solltmq . The indatatipble llr. Sout!nnQ' baa 
giTIID - mMJlllh 1ue•ttone mid ..,...tiou to fill tbia ool,mn 
for _tba, in fact I'a elightl,T ~ b;y their n.l'iev, 
~. I'll do -., liast to get tm'llQ&ta thaa, .lll 70G1 ll need, 
.r1a, I.a pati-•. I hope :,011 1n eot plenv . 
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........ the~ *lab Wa -th~ ... tato -

].8t-Hrl-. 
a.,s. Jlo.5a.JJ22 CJ,,l.eut Nd• (llotat .... 521 6 522 omp~-> 

Wo.52.59121 The~ 1llld.er - • 11ccr S-ta. 
" 529-5'6 Boli481r ~- 1n tu ~.cu ... - .. u) 
• 5,r-s41 Pllll'IIOOd'• Re!~tiGD 
" ~42-549 Intro. l!lna ~ -fl>a;~ llagici,m 

55()-515() The Barrlng-t apinat ~ SiDclair. 
(lot• -· 550 6 551 , Cbrlatmu at J>orri90n Cenle) 

" 561-5U Horao• St.._• efforts to goet ~;l;~ld. 
IIDd of Old 5er198. 

lat '"" Seri••· 
!lo•. 1-U Sports Seri.,.. 

" U-19 Rolida., .ld:.-enturN 1n C1l1Da 
" 20-25 Handtorth u Remcm, CaptaiD 

J1.Jlall7 thie ..U,•a titl•• 
o.s. ](o. 191 Dr. Sta!ford'a ordeel 

e.92 1lho nlled the eoi-1 
'l9' TM ~llloy 81..tll 
t,4 'fhe Colonel I 8 Secret 
195 'l'be )Cratari- J: 
'196 The College lloaM llartJra 
197 The Sch........, of the Sixth 
198 The Bw.Uea League 
199 The BNaking Point 
200 The Counoil of Ei&ht 
201 The Sp7 or the R_,_ 
202 The 'h,IIICher,r of St,,d,y A 
20} The Raacal of the Sixth 
204 Pree tree lkmdap 
205 Pllb4 Bridance 
206 Bl:pelled tree St. Prenlm (lipper) 
207 Ulldar PaJ.ae Col0\11'11 
208 '!'be )Crater)' of the Blue G1"8J' Car 
209 The puff er of St . Franlce 
210 ~led out. . 

(The ~ ...tv othar writers took over th a "Spaarlng" stories 
wu "'2e to"Jlerlc Damn" serving 1n the Piret World Yo.r 11114 1n 
wtdch he wu 'llllfortanatal7 ldll od . He .....,, probel>ly sarriJ,g b)" 
the ti.a the W.L.L ..... atsrtad. - H. L. ) 
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Dear lllr. Bditor, 

"Jboae Mapt Artbte I 

Gron Road, SurlJ.tan. 

4th J-, 1949. 

I abould lib to adct rq TOice to 7our tribv.te 

to that great artut LeollAlrd Shiela, llhoee qarb piotur. of 

boyhood ... t baT8 added in no emaU 118118Ul'8 to the wooeea of 

the llagnat . 
11hlle I agree wholeheart~ th.at ltr. Shield9 

waa the finest of the macy illustratora of our pap ers, I feel 

that it ia rather II pit.,- tbllt 7our contributan used tho oocaai I 

of theirtributee 118 one to wioe an adverse criticism of the • , 

of Kr. Chapllan. Whether OD8 i,gre911 with the GritioiAm or not, 

1 t s- to 1111 that the oooaaian - poor]Jr ohoeu to 11peak 114-

.,........:cy of the worlt of C111e who waa a colleegue, lllld perbapa a 

friend, of Jtr. Shielda. 
I s ... that Kr. Whiter 11t11tee that Kr.Shield8 

did the first drari.nga of Besaie Bunter. I .,.. surprised to l e 

this, ond I am not 7et quite oonv1nced of the aoouraq of the 

11tet81Mmt. ltr . Docl«aon drew the fin t Beseie in the "Sch ool 

Fr1811d", end to the b eet of rq knowledge the firet Bessie in th 

)legnet .,.... drawn bJ Jtr. Cbepun. I uke these cooamte without 

refeNDc e to ,qr coll8Clticn 8114 1'IJ' eH1m1ption IIIQ' be wroag. 

2) 

Dear )tr. Edi tor. 

Toan llincereq, 
DIC J'A?D. 

64 l'OOdl-S. Jloa4, ntord. 
5/6/49 

I read the report of Lecmllrd Shialchl' dellth 

the "Slllld.e;f .llpl"ee•" of Key let, but 111.eeed Charl• S-U ton'• 

(Frank Jlichazda) rathar petulont rep]Jr a waelt later end ban 

cml7 jut perued it ill the hD8 C.l>. 

We all know that Shielda wu not the fint 

"Jleinet• artiet, bat Charl• Bem1lton 1a 1.Doorreot 1A etat1Jlg 



tiu>t Arthur Clerlt e was th e ori81,nator of Billy Bunter in 
illustration. 

The oredi t for ori81,natillg the ovez-..rated Pat Boy of 
cre)'fnare in picture form be lmiga to Hutton Jlitohell who illus
trated the "JlagDet" up to Bo. }9. 

Sincerel;J' :,ours, 
J. lmlCRAPT. 

Bioe"worlcl 

-· Bucka. 
Door Mr, Leckonby, June 12th, 1949, 

On seeing the l etter from Keeere. Campi on I 
1-<Uately got in touch with them, and euggeated two articles -
one on Secret Codee, and one on Radio. I was asked to eubm1 t 
and I em pleased t o eey they havv both been accepted end are t o 
appear in ''Tom KeITT' s Ammal". 

Dear llr. Leckenby, 

Wishing the C.D. continned 1NCC<1Be, 
Toure sincerely, 

RE:t DOLPHDI. 

More Bico Worlcl 

4 Waterloo Road, Blyth, 
Northumberland, 10/6/ 49, 

I hove just had en arti c l e on "St!llllp Coll ect 
accep t A:! by "Mandevill e Presa" for publicat i on iD "Tom 11.orry• s 
.&nnuol ", tiumks to C ,D. I go t in touch with them ond I ha ve j u st 
had eon! ::.1".!ltl.'Jn thci it ws.s eati&f a.:to :r:y, It rune to 1, 500 wo 
end I am supp.lying the illustr s tiona IIIYSelf, 

So I will be looking forward to ''Tom Merry• a 
A,mW!.l" with double ent ioipationa, firet for the thrill of mee ting 
old fB'fOuri tee end secondly t o se e "'1 firet pai d article 1n print. 

Tours sincerely, 
J, IIBPBlll!II. 

AND 11:JRE~ 
21 Cl98!r Stre at, Eccles, 

Jvt111 8th. Nencheater. 

Dear llr. Leokanby,llalV thsnlca for the June iSIRUI of the C.D. 
Senral of IIIIT atoriee are appearing 1n a new boye 1 peper called 
"'l'IJ.a lfaaoot". Perhep• :,au. have alre"4 aean a oapy . 
Hoping to hear tram )'OU aoon, T0111'11 ainoerel::,, .JOBII E. BEnlOLDS. 



THE ROlJID TABI.B 

.June 1949 
ODe of the ~t• of the put -th, aa tar aa Bleki 

are ooacemed, .., the vieit of the tw, old OIIIOII .J.lC&: artiata 

to the Old Bo7• Boak Club lfeetillg at St-,:,, on the 12th .J,me, 

I refer, ot oouree, to Erio a. Putcar and ltemleth Brooa. !IT 

the reparte reoehed llr. Psrlcer pye • lot ot "f'8'q ue:rul. 1»

foneticm about variows Blake writers and illwotretore, incl 

aoaa 1.ntoreetillg anecdotae cm hie own oerear, At ..,. early 1189 

h e ,nmt to an Art Sohool before jo1D1ng 11p and ~ti.nc ill Worl 

war l, After th e 1'1111' ha waa ~ to draW tar th• Aaal8&

matad PrNe, hi• tiret work tor th.a be1Jlg ill 1921. It u 
int-tiJW to hear that hi• wmlc wee thoucht • lot ot 117 

llr, B. W. 'l'lrJUG, at that U- - ot t1w lee41llg ~t• ( 

the -> at .'1a"""f" Bou•, JlM4en of tlMI 11.3. ill 1924 

w1ll pzobabq recall Id.a -net aerial "'!he .,_Wl'7 ~ th• 

lfarahee" wbiob wu ahoolt the onq oooeeion Ide rime eppeare4 in 

print, at leaet aa far ea Th• TJ~ . wee oonooa'18d . Jlr. Parltar'e 

seat for work will be aopreoiated wile it b knalln that ae 1'811 

• • doi.nc a lot of drem.nge tor the .l.P, he wae, at Oll8 and the 

ua• ti-, do1.nc P"PJ'' 11 D1111'7 and "Pmlle" tor '"I'ha Daily 1:1:pree, 

He rolated that he does the S.B,L. OOffll'II tom' et • tt.e, ~ 

tor the CNrNDt IIODth end two for the ~ -th, J'rca .., own 

oint of vi- it 1• a pit7 that ha doee BOt do the Snt;cm Blake 
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dr8Wiz>gll for the "Knockout" comic, al though ibis strip feature 
featurillg Blake is far below par ee far es wa Blab! fllllB are con
cerned. Bis wort<: mi81lt nt l eent givo n bit of authenticity to 
the feature l As .,,., el.reedy know from the wonderf\ll Sexton Blake 
bUSt ( mentioned in the l ost part of Rex Dolphin• s artic l e in this 
ieBlle) )Ir. Perl<:er is very good ot sculpture. He r elated how be 
came to design tbe b>1at st th e behest of H. W. Twyman who thought 
that it would be good sales propegnnda. I cnn i.m8g1ne the memb 
of the O.B.B. Club lffll!!hing when h o told them how Bleko's neck 
Yilted and h e bad to put a lead pencil down tbe naclt through the 
baek of his bead. 

or course it is obvious also that E .R .P. is fond of drawing. 
()nly one doiilg eucb consistently good wort<: could treat it ea o 
hobby 88 wall °" e meens of income. But it is interesting to 
note that be is also fond of t~ worll:, historicol 1DBteri al ond 
i tame of general interee t. He uaee oils and woter colours fo r 
tbeeo off-shoots. In addition to the U.J. be bas drrnm for 
"The Corner lllagazin e" , "Strand" end others. At tbie point be 
mentioned the fact that hie earliest dnnring coamieeion in 1915 
,ms fer a series of cood.c postcards. Those following bis work 
since 1921 will often have noticed that bis bmnoroua chara.cters 
were ,lust 88 wall don e ss bis crooks. This is most noticeabl e in 
the stuff be did terr the wall known Gwyn Evans Xmas stories. 

J.s is to be 8JC!)ected bis father end his brother are useful 
,ri tb their band.a, but it is doubtful if they have his natural gif 
for drawing, a feet which be admitt ed . Ho ssys he is quite 
thrilled to illustrate the -.arious papers ho is int ere sted in and 
s&id that at one time in 1940 he did drawings in eir-r&id sh elt 
between one and two in the morning • 

.ls I blff& often thought, especiell)' when consid ering E.!l .P 1 s 
woric, be considers that authors can write 88 quick 88 artists can 
illw,trate the storiee the;r turn out. 

Yell, it mast hsT8 been s -t intereetillg meeting that 
SUndS)' afternoon and I, for one, would have loved to have been 
there, Perhaps a chance will come SOIDAj time in tb e future. 
Who csn tell? 

I would lik e to sq here tb&t the above infol'l!lation was t ake 
from a report compiled b)' that energetic membar of the O • .B . B ,Club 
Leonard pe,:kl:lon, to 'l'lbom I tender .._ thanks. 

Where is DraJIIIIOlld? A f'1W weelcs ago I waa lookillg through 
the Authors' "ID>o's \'Ibo" end smr the name John Drunmond theroin . 
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!hi I tllou6ht, tbie ... t be the &llthar of the Blab storiee 
altbouat, it is not mentioned haN. So I eat down and VJ)ed out 
a few lines to the gentl...,... OODC8l'D8d and waited "VT patiently 
fff I have for - tried to oontact Blake authon, and thi• · -~ 
as good a ob8Doe as &Z17· Bot long to wait! Back.,_ a 1110at 
intereating letter from Jlr. John DrulllllClld to the etteot tha t ha 
had not ""en reed, le8"9 alone wr1 tten , e Blake •to?7. But I 
was delighted to learn that he waa interested in the old papen, 
if not porticularly so in Serlon Blab, and I am plaoaed to 8'V' 
that we can now welccna him to our circle of dnot-. I aent 
h1.m a cop7 ot a Z'908l1t John Dr,,mmond S.B.L. which he enjo:red ver 
IIILICh and now, ae will be eeen frcra his edvertis-t in thia 
issue, ie all o,it to g,at hold ot wbat ft coJ1Bider the oluaio 
Blab atOZ7. Herbart Leoball7 intlll9d Ida that ht. owi 

favourite was the vwy first S.B .L . in 1915 entitled "'l'he Yellow 
Tigar" and I do hope that aOll8bod;r will be able to let Jlr. 
DrullDond have a cop7, althOUj!h it is, I mow, a wry rare it •. 
Bllt while on the aubJeot I woald appnoiate it it 70ll fell"" 
Bbldana WOllld write end let me kno• wbat TOUR opinion ie. What 
do 7aa conaicl.er the ti.neat Blab etoq JOll hae :r.d? llever 
IDJld wbethar it 'be old err n-. We wiah to let llr. ~ !maw 
thol g,aneral opinioaa ot Blake :read.en. Th&N le a neaon for 
hie wiahing to know u aq lie •- 8l'8 lcllS. 

Bat wtl8l'8 la the Blab "John~·, :r. W. ..- a 
n<a de pl-? 

'l'itlea. I have h8d a&V8l'al lett8l'8 t:rom reedara re rq 
plane for pul>liahing e complete ranee of U.J . and s .B.L. tiU•. 
Thq all seem t o welooma the idea and ao, before lcmg, 70ll will 
all be able to COOl>lete your records u far u it ia poHible 
at the mcment. 

Cheerio tor nmr, 

ll. •· BOID. 

SElTO!i' Bl...n'S OOLDJ!lr .loDB 

~ ,,_ artiole bz Roat Dolphin 

!!!:U 
What o! Blake•• own ohareoter duriJ,g the period 1IDdar 

revi<nr'? It ~d pntt,J 001111tant amept that ..,.. of the 
early authors "WN apt to diareprd real deteoti fl woztt and llalte 
him illlpetaoaa and g1......, to ,...,ing to concl'118ioDa. Blake 



oert l!inly b-Ocomo mer~ of c ~ .. t~aUT& towarda the 8lld or the 

period, and more oonvinc!z,e , 118 modern authore took over. 
Soma authors, no tcbly Gwyn Evens, W9re apt to dreH Ble.ke up 

in the Sherlock Holmes props - dreeei.Dg-sown, monographa, long
,rinded "deduotian". Othon, Choetar, Brisbane, Sk&De, IIBde b1JD 

chiefly a mBn of ection though a Ice• obeerftr 8lld reaaoner from 

triflee . I, for-· do not-= the puri.ng of the "dread~ 

gown" era. It wu picturesque, but unnec ... az,", and too ~e 
08Dt of Bolmee. Blake obvioual,y ie derived from Do;yle•a hero, 
bl&t has a distinct charaotar of hie own, ae .,... all know. 

'l'i.nlr:er gres up during the decade. ~ storiee predow, to 

1920 depicted b1JD aa " cello•, ill-epoken youth of about 14. In 
1926 the UIIICII J.ICK editor deacribed b1JD u 18. llod.arn ato riee 
pJ.eoe bul ot about 24. Tinkar had hie romantic pariod too, at 
th e han4a of a. R. Teed , lllld with II junior edit.um of Y'IOIID8 IIZl4 

J1aX81111 named 11.naDa. Perhaps the leaet eaid about that the 
l,ettart 

Bo record of the Goldmi Jee would be oa111plete w1 thoQt D8DtiOI: 

of Eric R. Parlrer, wboae contribution tOll'l!ll'de Blake's greatneH 

was probabl,y more 1.lllportont then en:, other 1nd1 vidual. • s. Psrbr' 1 

drff1ngll of o1rca 1923 W9ll'G anadar thsll -t of the artists• . the 

featur9cl, with DO hint of the slicl< 11Ute%7 which wee to oome. 

But in a ooapl e o! 7eare he had i.mpl'OT8d Ollt of all reoosn1 tion., 
an4.,.. definit ely the ster artist. Prem 1926 onw8rda fff1'rY' 

dNming wu a joy. Eve"7 chanloter ceme to lite . Blllke , whom 

we had pictured iupertectly before, oow becllme a living, recog 

nisabl e man. In the Saxton Blake bunt ho Mtuall,y teak ah8po, 
end that menellou.s head is aura)¥ one of the finest repreeentn

t10ll8 of e fiotionsl character over created. 
What of the fl>.ture? One thi.Dg is certain. We cao never 

rcSWT<1Ct the past. 'lie know in our hellrla t hat the Gold&D Jee 
bu gone for evor. Lat ' s look beol< at it, ro-live it e.nd ruv«re 

it. Other storiee arc being writt&D oo,r - the Blake a,ige con
t11mee . Ie it too mah to hope that aaoeti.me in the future, 

another, differ&Dt, Gold&D Jee ~ dawn? 
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We wvlocme a new ccntribu.tcr to our pagee, Waltar Webb ot 
Spa.rlcb1ll , BiJ:ld.Jlghaa. B• will 1Dtere.t 7ou •Uh hie llrliole 
dealing with the older Blea atorl•. 

~ - BIS :IWILDII. 1W1I JG CHBOnCLUIB 

l!!!:!..! 
In the 1HU8 ot TB! U1'IOlf JJCr. lfo. 1508 •/• 10th Sap\•ber 

19'2 then eppesred in the ool,_ ot ''Tha RaaDd Talll•" teature 
one ot th e most _..ntoae -te \hat ffff drw the 
attention of read8N ot that peper. 

It mq be N1111< .. bered tha\, taced 'bJ' an ineietant dllllllllld b7 
h1a readen to be intomedo! the idantit;r ot Sexton Blake'• 
CNator, the Bclitcr e.t that t1lle got into touch with a t=-r 
1lditor, wbicb ..-J.ted in the pa!,llcatian ot ._ ot \he met 
inte~titlg intol'lll8ticn abou t Blake'• eerller obroniolera, which 
up ..ntil then, had btten told. 

The tomer Editor, who waa ooaupy1ng the editori.al ch8ir 
z..-4 a'bolat tho 7eer 1905 , wb<n the poll~ ot f'NtmiDg the 
tamow, deteotiw <1'911%7 week waa beitlg plenned, waa unable to 
Blake'• oreatcr, bu.t gaya the 1932 Bclitor the :1.4-Riti .. ot ot th•.., 1lbo wrote betftc tha \he ..,17 rni-1 ot 11leka 
atar:I.•. The - ot thMe imtbon""" gi-... • (a) B11117 
st..rolm Coopu', CeoU llqter 11114 Dr. J .w. S\8111:torth, the laat 
nimed. be1Dg better known, ot oo,ine, aa Jllmwell Soot\. 

The stories wbicb wen attribated to Ceoil. llqtar haTe long 
aince been "d:l.acovered" b7 antbuaiaat:l.c ~•archers, ea have al 
tboae pemied 'bJ' Marlrell Soct t. The llmr)' St.John Cooper rellca 
arenot nearl7 ec eaa:l.17 picked ov.t, end it • .._ aafe to •"'1 the , ct the three, he had the nalleat 011tpu.t. Certainl7 he taded oa 
~ON 1915, what time h:l.a two cclleec- .....a atill tam1Dg o,it 
Blake ;rum pviod.icall7. 

Jiil\ it waa ouriOIUI tha\ the tor.ar Bdi\ar 8oal.4 not N08J.1 
the - ot the ho o\her ft'it_.. wbo, at thst t1M 1 """ 00&
,rtbu.UJIC Blalce atoriea "8U1Vl7 , 8114 11bo1 in oatp,ot, tar -
oeec!Ald in tlMID.tiV t!MI :,arna ot thoae or the~ leat n-4 
put toptherl I ratar to Wm. llnTtllt' Qr",)'don and Jlalt Dsrnn, 
both ot wticm -•4 \he 11181ce nrifll .tori• •• ~ 
appeand abed ~ tel• ot eobool 1:1.t• 8114 ~tme 
teeturiJlc ot.hcr ~t .... 11114 ~ . 

Th• poll~ ot publl.ii:tng tba •tori• ~ .... not 
atriotl7 adhered to in thoee flr7 eerl7 dllf'el afferal tal• had 
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the eutbor's ~ attached to U-. Po:r inBtmice, in U.J. Jlo. 95 
there appeared the •k>z7 "Deteotin mid Jaldr', a 11tm7 of Bleke 
at tba PNrl fiaha:ri... Readers """ allo..S to know thM .&mold 
Daria wa11 the oh:ram.cler. 

. . I9 be oopt1med. 

In .Aagwlt .,. mhall giTB :,ow- The Road Tabl.•1 u.J. Titlee Lillt 
]lo.11 'CODOluaion of S.B.L. 3rd H:ri .. title•1 Pa:rt 2 of "Blake 
B'.19 Eulie:r ». mid Chroaicl_., Part 2 of "Suton Blab and 
The 1-t Wo:rld Waz". 

THE SEIT(ll BLilE LilllW!r - 1942 
Third SeriN: 15=,S 

5. Th• CMe of The P:renoh B.aidan. Johll Bmte:r. 
6. The &:Nae With Steel Sholttan . .&llthcq' Panoaa. 

17. Th• c- Of The llad Jmento:r. John CNNq. 
18, The R1cldl• Of Th•~ Letter. .John Hante:r, 
19. 'fh• ic,etC7 Of the Stole DeapatchM. JD~ Pan<m11, 
20. Tb Jim 1lho Baled Ollt. Oilben Cheetff. 
21. -t'rh9 Sicil Of The Blue T:rimgle, Stantml Hope, 
22, The~ of The l!aibed. Hotel. Anthmv' Skme, 2,. The 8Ult Stool:SJlg *2-der. Oil'be:rt ChaBte:r, 
24. fll• Sto.11\T Of Th• "5.S.'llllldanr'' . ..&nthollJ Pano!l9, 
25, The c- Of The JII.Ning Stob:r. r-1• .Jaclcaon, 
26. The Fatal V 51611. llla:rtin F:raae:r. 
27. The Ricldle Of The Bla.olt Racbteen. John mmte:r. 
28. The Secret Of The Buma Road. .&nthoqr Pa:rsons. 
29. The Comillh Coaat Conapi.:raoy. D. L • .Amee. 
30. The Papa:r Salveee C:rime. Gilbert Cheete:r . ,1. The Sea:ret Of Th• Demolition Worlca:r. John Bunter, 
32. The Plot Of The Yellow Empe:ror. Anthoey Pe:rsons. 
33. The Cesa or John lli1r Of The Jlerchant Jfn;r. Le"11 Jsckaon. 
~ . Th• icratery Of Th• Unde:rg:roand hoto:r;r Gilbert Cheete:r, 
35. +.The JCrete:ry Of The Ame:rioan Envo7. John Hunter . 
'6 . Th• Riddle Of The Captured Quialing. Jnthcnv' Panone, 
37. The Vioti• Of Th• Combine. Gilbert Cheater. 
38, The CBH or The Brome Statua. John Hunter. 

+Peatu:ring Joe Ba:nicm and Mlb 0'1'17DD· 
+4eatun.De Captain Dack 11114 Sm 'l'moh. 
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THE Srnclf BLAKE LilllWIY - 194} 
Third Ser ia l: 39~2 

39, Pri •ah CD.?'tor•s Crime . Job.ti c r oaaay. 

40. Tbct Riddle or T.h1> D1ogui s8d Oreek . . Anthoey PAroona. 

41. Tbe Arey Du!'aulter•11 Secret. L.C. Doutbwaito. 

42 . Tho l(ysto ry or The IC1•!.noppad !llxni \~ ~ur. G1lba rt Cboster. 

4}, Tht1 lolMeion On Tbo lf.oor. John =ley. 
44 . Tho Ce.so or Th.a Mies 1.ng D .F .c. Mthon:, P&.raona . 

45 . Th<> Ce,,o Of The SuaJ>ect Watobmuer. 1,sw1o Jnckeon. 

46 . ·Th<> llo vU or D!!ll<>hurot . • Jobn Huntur. 

47 . +Jl'he T~rr or or Traga.reit h . John Syl•o sto r. 

48 . The. Soldier Who ClllOa 3 oek. Gilbe rt Cbe• t• r. 

49. ~he .lff sir or Tb& Ilronae Baa 1Uek. .AD<;hOfV' SkilllO. 

50. Docto r Si.nietor. GUbc, rt Cht>ahr. 

51 . 1'he ShipYor ll liena<:... Jo aopb Stemper. 
52 . Cnll ing Whit,,bcl l 1212 . .I\Jlthoey Pnraon e. 

5 3 • The lqa tery or Squad.ron X. WeJ. ter 'l'yr,ir. 

5•\ .+++'!'hg Affeir Of 'Thi! Smuggled Mil Hons . lfauricu j) , Dix , 

55. Th o Crime O! Th e Ceahie rv d .llaj or. .&nth0t1r l'!lNans. 

56. 1'bo Sec r\lt or Still,....ter More . GUber ~ Chu11t..r . 

57. Thu l!t>n ~roa, lladrid. John l!untar. 

58. Tb s P.i d<IJ.e ot CUb.i cl e 7. .tn t ho 'IY Po.raona . 

59. Tba Monopo ly li!e:woo. Johll Buntor . 

60 . Thv Ce.aa Of Tb" Jlep:,triet .. J Pr ieon.<>r. Gilbert Cb~e t er. 

61. Th .; Cure& Of Tb,> Co.rrine°~ono. 17s.l. t<tr Ty-nor. 

62 . T!l6 C eae Of T.he Saor <tt lioad. .11.nthoey Paro oru,, 

+Fil.Qod e.a "Tho Echo Murde r s" with Dnvli ;la{~ Dl Ilk~ 
-Hi.>GaturiJ>g Notw i ,>\lr Z~ni th . 

+HFe stl<l"i. Dg "Punch" DGM8t t. 
liert month: "Union Ja ck" ti tl ,>a 1000 t o 1050 t1nd 

The S . B .L . 1'h1rd S ari ea - 194 1. 

Co= enci.ng Saptomber,- Tit lee of S.B .L. lst S er ie •. 

Ct .n e.-r:t reeder tNppl,y titloo o r urr:r 1nf onn nt i on of S.R . L . lot 

Saries vol\l!aa e No•o, - 7, 9 , 35 to 40, 58? 

nie re~duotion cm the inside Proni Cover 
i e f:roa the Lo11don lilvening Ne•s" , o~ the 25th ~ , 
1949, And 011 'tbo back 'PE'4e ~ron the " ii'ood <l-:t'lllen 
Observ e r ; 3rd J\Ult,, 1949 . (H.K. hne 80D8 I\ l.1 ttl e 
astray 1.n p][loee, naverth e l e ee 1.ta :tine pu"bllo1t;. 
•~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-=-~-H.L. )-



THE OLD BOYS 
"(el ~lrle'J':,~ iileol:u.811, 81 • .Nm'.a) 

ARE D~RE! 

S«ruU.l'}· <.of UM. c luti . w~u ch • u 
fo un,kd 11 mo~th.6 •S'O , ,. llr . k' ,·n 
Whiter, ••nrr ~ the LA•·d•tu p · l&R'I' 
t'l,o . Aa.t b.t.A hr4't.he -r. RM.Jttr,, ,~ 
UM tt't"U\I.Nt. 

·· "'' t ... vo, ·1·1:-,,,or a1 nw ,:-oL""l",-,. 
ir: v:a.~.t t., r-·~!.:•l .u 1J MNunl.l U\, 1t 
!)Ar'!. ... .'dr . L-,uuu .. ~ •· .. ck:1 : · :·, , 1 l:~ 
l'~ ,: · .aa !u h . i,,- f, u 1r11h·, ··IJ. uw . 
" t ;·"', . ni~t-ti l, ll, - .,, _, ~11-i.J oh ~·..-· 1.1. 

:110:·, : ! . ar." ",., Jl .. ,h : ... n:,· "•••'I ,r-. 
V,' ~J.:li3 (;:a·t:n qu • r~t:rly " 

Th"'f uU ·.~; ;:c, • • ,,.T.,,n, al .>, •,..n<1;o,,· 
,. CJ Id .Bon ,.·· In e.d.J 1 t1un t,,o Lh,.1r 
Lon1fcs, "' ""'t 1ni • . t hc.•j Mllnt•unw .. 

· ·,uwt ~ f•r al\t- 11.J •~ httkMl<.a~ . 
,-ntl ,h., nn.ve- •• r>f'j,l.<lr t'on,v 3:.0 
,n .... mbtin u.11l~,r~·d 1'11>l. 1'Ttl ) ..,,.,. ,. 
: lu1 flrit.hh t1,P11 , but 1.11,•11 11.\ hvt 
p:1.r lt :;( 1, .. hr w1>rt ll . 

tcr.1'aa t,c,n, •ritiQ.C t}l4:1,s fot ...,. 
Lhlllll 40 )'UR, 

ll ..... nl7 lb . "-ctf9.&11 .... t. klM 
• e"gy •f lJH1 G•m Cot 1Dl5 to h•ff 
a aut.Dpepb.ed.. Wr . ltr.Cl'lllwa 
w:rot.a lai.adl; th.al .. Ma.rt.ltt CW!'ll'fd • 
h'ad l••°" lh• oppo:-!unity al rt• 

rcuJ~tn~'u!'t~· :~ =.t'~ 
• 

ua~nu:.C ,~g)4c. ":~!~t~/°1.!:! 
a., l ;.f'c,..J n1.ft4'W f'f"01:h Vic~ n.&a 
r• ri,,ro cu a1n:s1rtl u, .. ,~ nt "- 1· 
Mr. ~JW),I ~,u·ln Br0<:lu < (I t.:.~• 
.,~,.:ond lv, Mr . l:l.11r11ih.on Ill thai.r 
..... lc-,;:m . lit! '#lltffLf th~ 8L. J,·n.nk*a 
•(Orin, 1.n lhir :-,;,.•l -'Dn l..r:tt Ubtary. 
;~, ·~o:r~ l)' ht! v,.,j\-t-,:\ dub me r ::h ,rr-s 
•l ·xi.c u l thr1r utc-.'~int:-" flrvl l-.llr:1d 
,w•r h :autJ)' 1t:S)'" •' \h v Q~t,\ ~,-1....ol. 

·r1-i,, dod, hA~ :.lrrM I)" bt ·-o • • • 
"PCl'l~1r,I. · f,H ,1;1mu • •h lbH1ana ol 
hnH1 1 .. ruw . ornny •Ml t...-opcnny 
.. 1lr-<!'ndfuh "- "" ~ nt•t. aw.c.,:.-m/o.J 

rit~!1:~a:1;~cu-,:\ t~r.Ur.t:::b1:: 
.i"r .. n::c- •ORM" mo.,. tn lltit 1u .11r 
ht~ wl •· Jntf"f'4'S&.. 1.h, IDl!h'IN:"1-
0nJ. nin.t t: t,:h. 


